Contrast media-induced compartment syndrome.
Intravascular (IV) contrast media are essential in many cases to enhance the diagnostic capabilities of medical imaging procedures. Much is known about the indications, contraindications, and adverse events associated with their use. This Directed Reading focuses on extravasation and IV contrast media-induced compartment syndrome, a less frequent, although serious, adverse event. In addition to describing the compartments within the forearm, wrist, and hand, the article explains how compartment syndrome develops, techniques used to treat the condition, and prevention strategies.